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FRANKS 

The Franks settled in northern Gaul as Roman federates in the 4 th century. In 451 they aided the Roman 
magister militum Aetius against the Huns of Attila, but later Chlodwig I (originally Chlodowech , French Clovis ) 
enlarged his kingdom at the expense of other Frankish kings and the remnants of Roman authority alike. Soon 
after converting to Roman Christianity Chlodwig I conquered most of Aquitaine from the Arian Visigoths in 
507. His four sons divided the realm on his death in 511, but expanded it by the conquest of Burgundy in 534. 
By 558 Chlothar I (originally Chlotachar, French Clotaire) had reunited his father’s kingdom, but it was divided 
again between his four sons in 561 to be reunited only in 679. By this time real power lay largely in the hands of 
the Pippinid (later Carolingian) family which monopolized the position of maior domus (“mayor of the palace”). 
In 737, the maior domus Karl Martel dispensed with Merovingian kingship and, failing to replace Theoderich IV 
with another king, ruled by himself as prince of the Franks. His sons and successors temporarily restored the 
Merovingians in 743, but in 751 Pippin the Short proclaimed himself king, claiming papal approval. 

Names are rendered in standardized German forms, with the French forms in italics. Although not all kings 
reigned over each portion of the kingdom, the ordinal numbering of the kings is sequential and universal for the 
dynasty as a whole. The numbering of the later kings named Chlodwig and Childebert varies among sources. 

Kings of the Franks 

Merovingian House 

457—481 Childerich I (Childeric) ... son of Merowech (Merovee)-, king of the Salian Franks 
481 — 511 Chlodwig I (Clovis) ... son of Childerich I 

Kings in Reims and Metz (Austrasia) 

Theoderich I (Theoderic) ... son of Chlodwig I; at Reims 
Theodebert I (Theodebert) ... son of Theoderich I; Burgundy 534—548 
Theodebald (Theodebald) ... son of Theodebert I; Bugundy 548—555 
(to Soissons) 

Sigibert I (Sigebert) ... son of Chlothar I of Soissons; at Reims and Metz 
Childebert II (Childebert) ... son of Sigibert I; Burgundy 593 — 596 
Theodebert II (Theodebert) ... son of Childebert II 
(to Burgundy 612; to Neustria 613) 

Dagobert I (Dagobert) ... son of Chlothar II of Neustria; abdicated, Neustria 629—639 
Sigibert III (Sigebert) ... son of Dagobert I 

Childebert III (Childebert) ... adopted son of Sigibert III; son of the maior domus Grimoald 
Childerich II (Childeric) ... son of Chlodwig II of Neustria, brother of Sigibert III; married 
Bilichild, daughter of Sigibert III; Neustria 673—675 
Dagobert II (Dagobert) ... son of Sigibert III 
(to Neustria 679) 

Kings in Orleans and Chalon (Burgundy) 

511 — 5 24 Chlodomer (Clodomir) ... son of Chlodwig I; at Orleans 
524—561 (partitioned between Paris and Soissons 524; to Soissons 558) 

561 — 592 Guntramn (Gontran) 1 ... son of Chlothar I of Soissons; at Orleans, Chalon, and Burgundy 
592—596 (to Austrasia) 

596—613 Theoderich II (Theoderic) ... son of Childebert II of Austrasia; Austrasia 612—613 

613 Sigibert II (Sigebert) ... son of Theoderich II; Austrasia 613; deposed, died 613 
(to Neustria 613) 


5”-533 
533-548 
548-5 5 5 
5 5 5-56i 
56i-575 
575-596 
596—612 
612—623 
623—633 
633-656 
656-662 
662—675 

676—679 


Canonized as saint. 
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511-558 

558-561 

561-567 


511-561 
561-584 
584—619 
619—639 

639-657 

657-673 

673 

673-675 

675- 676 

676— 690 
690—694 
694-711 
711-715 
715-711 

72-1-737 
737-741 
741-743 
& 741-743 
743-751 


Kings in Paris 

Childebert I (Childebert) ... son of Chlodwig I 
(to Soissons) 

Charibert I (Caribert) ... son of Chlothar I of Soissons 

(partitioned between Austrasia, Burgundy, and Neustria 567; to Neustria 613) 

King in Soissons (Neustria), then of all Francia from 679 

Chlothar I (Clotaire) ... son of Chlodwig I; Reims and Metz 555 — 561; all Franks 558—561 

Chilperich I (Chilperic) ... son of Chlothar I 

Chlothar II (Clotaire) ... son of Chilperich I; all Francia 613—613 

Dagobert I (Dagobert) ... son of Chlothar II; Austrasia 613—633; all Franks 631—633 

Charibert II (Caribert) ... son of Chlothar II; Aquitaine 619—631 

Chlodwig II (Clovis) ... son of Dagobert I 

Chlothar III (Clotaire) ... son of Chlodwig II 

Theoderich III (Theoderic) ... son of Chlodwig II; deposed 

Childerich II (Childeric) ... son of Chlodwig II; Austrasia 661—675; all Franks 673—675 

Chlodwig III (Clovis) ... son of Chlothar III 

Theoderich III (Theoderic) ... restored; all Franks from 679 

Chlodwig IV (Clovis) ... son of Theoderich III 

Childebert IV (Childebert) ... son of Theoderich III 

Dagobert III (Dagobert) ... son of Childebert IV 

Chilperich II (Chilperic) ... son of Childerich II 

— Chlothar IV (Clotaire) ... son of (?) Theoderich III 1 ; rival in Austrasia 717—719 
Theoderich IV (Theoderic) ... son of Dagobert III 

(regency of Karl (Charles) Martel, son of Pippin; maior domus of Francia) 

(regency of Pippin (Pepin) the Short, son of Karl; maior donms in Neustria; king 751—768) 
(regency of Karlmann (Carloman), son ofKarl; maior domus in Austrasia; retired 747, died 754) 
Childerich III (Childeric) ... son of (?) Theoderich IV 3 ; deposed, died 755 
(to the Carolingians 751: see France and Germany) 
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1 Or possibly son of Childebert IV. 

3 Thus actually indicated in the sources; or possibly son of Chilperich II. 



